INTRODUCTION DYSTOPIAN FICTION
Dystopia: an imagined state or society in which there is great suffering or injustice, typically one that is totalitarian or post-apocalyptic.

A Explain the words that are underlined in your own words.
Totalitarian: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Post-apocalyptic:
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
B. Words related to dystopian fiction
Match the following words to their description:
Words:
Surveillance, authoritarian, indoctrination, censorship, oppression, propaganda, conformity, rebellion
1. the strict control of information, speech, or media by those in power
2. a system of government that demands total obedience and limits personal freedom
3. the act of teaching people to accept certain beliefs uncritically, often from a young age
4. constant monitoring of people’s activities, often by the state
5. unfair and cruel treatment of people, especially by a government or ruling group
6. biased or misleading information used to influence people’s opinions or behaviour
7. behaviour in which individuals follow the rules or norms of society without question
8. resistance or armed struggle against an established authority or system

C Read the articles below. 
While reading, write down words that are useful when discussing this topic. Make a list of at least 10 – 15 words.
https://www.reuters.com/business/cop/pakistan-cop27-demands-climate-aid-says-dystopia-already-here-2022-11-11/
https://science.howstuffworks.com/environmental/green-science/world-8-billion-people.htm

D After reading, answer the following questions:
1.	Do you think vulnerable countries should be compensated when hit by climate-fuelled disasters for which rich countries are responsible?
2.	If so, how? To what extent? If not, why not?
3.	Can you understand why some people say we have too many people and others say we have too few?
4.	Do you think the government should try to do something to address declining fertility rates?
5.	If not, under what circumstances would it be allowed?
6.	How does this link to The Handmaid's Tale? Or Brave New World?

E Discussion:
Take turns answering the following questions. 
•	Take notes. 
•	Write down words you need to look up later.
1.	How is the society described in your books similar to ours? And how is it different?
2.	Which of your two books seems most relevant to you, as a warning perhaps? Please explain.
3.	Is there anything in today’s society that worries or scares you? Think of the rise of authoritarianism, technological developments, discrimination based on race, gender or religion, consumerism, climate change, changing values. Make a list of things a writer of dystopian fiction could use.
4.	Suppose you were a writer intending to write a dystopian novel, in which you described what current trends and developments might lead to in the future. What would you write about? What could go horribly wrong in the future? What should we change today?

