Thesis statements
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EXERCISE 1

Analyze each of the following items, and explain why none of them
qualifies as an effective thesis statement. How could each be improved?

1. In this essay, I will examine the environmental effects of residen-
tial and commercial development on the coastal regions of the
United States.

2. Residential and commercial development in the coastal regions
of the United States

3. How to avoid coastal overdevelopment

4. Coastal Development: Pro and Con

5. Residential and commercial development of America’s coastal re-
gions benefits some people, but it has a number of disadvantages.

6. The environmentalists’ position on coastal development

7. More and more coastal regions in the United States are being
overdeveloped.

8. Residential and commercial development guidelines need to be
developed for coastal regions of the United States.

9. Coastal development is causing beach erosion.

10. Atone time I enjoyed walking on the beach, but commercial and

residential development ruined the experience for me.
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m EXERCISE 2
For one of the following topics, formulate a clearly and carefully

worded thesis statement.
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. Alocal or national event that changed your life
. Cheating in college

US immigration laws

Should women in the military serve in combat?

Private versus public education

Should college health clinics provide birth control services?
Is government censorship of the Internet justified?

What individuals can do to save the earth

The portrayal of an ethnic group in film or television
Should smoking be banned in bars?




